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Application Requirements

(NB. Our definition of “project” includes services but not core activity.  Administration costs should be included in the project budget.)
1) Applications for grants will be accepted from any charity registered in the United Kingdom.

a) Particular projects may be immediately rejected by our granting policy.  Ineligibility typically goes together with projects that a large proportion of our donors would not feel comfortable supporting, such as certain religious and political causes.  Empath publishes an up-to-date granting policy online.
2) Applications should provide the following details of how your charity will use a grant:
a) A description, and history if appropriate, of the project.

b) The charitable area(s) the project aims to cover, in line with the list of Example Objects published by the Charity Commission.

c) The particular activities the project includes to cover each area.  We cannot accept an application without this, as we can only fund specific activities.

d) The timescales: for how long the activities and projects are scheduled to continue.

e) A detailed budget, broken down at least by particular activity as included above.  Precedence is likely to be given to projects with clear budgets.  Fundraising and marketing costs will not be covered.

3) Please provide your charity’s name and registration number, and the contact details (phone and email) of the person who will manage this grant
4) Fulfilment of these conditions is not a guarantee that a grant will be made.  The trustees of Empath UK retain full discretion over grant-making, and no commitment will be made prior to receipt of an application.

5) Success of application means that the project will be added to our portfolio, and a grant will be made when the appropriate funds are available.  Success will not be notified before we are prepared to make a grant, but unsuccessful applicants will be contacted.
6) Successful applicants with payment pending will be sent a grant schedule.  You are then asked to approve this schedule and provide bank details to enable payment.  The final amount and duration will be specified in your grant schedule.  Payment will be processed upon your confirmation.
7) Grantees are required to return a report towards the end of their grant schedule, as detailed below.

8) Applications for a renewed grant should refer to the previous application and should notify us of any significant changes to how our funds will be used.  In the absence of significant changes and if our reporting requirements have been met, the application will usually be accepted and payment processed automatically.  Please note that on occasion the size or term of grant may alter due to changes in our project portfolio, and you will be notified of this in your grant schedule.
Reporting requirements

1) Reports should contain:

a) Your charity name and registration number

b) Confirmation that the activities in the original application have taken place
c) An account of the Empath funds used during the period, broken down in the same way as the original application

d) Explanation of any significant deviations from the original budget

2) Reports should be signed and submitted by the person who submitted the application.  Where this is not possible, this should be done by another permanent member of staff involved with the project, or a trustee.
3) Report submission:

a) Valid from 14 days before the grant ends, as given by the grant schedule.

b) Reports submitted after the grant ends will delay the grant’s renewal.

c) Deadline: 60 days after the grant ends.  A charity not meeting this deadline will not receive grants for any project until the report is approved.
4) Reports are approved by Empath.  If we do not receive adequate information regarding accounts or explanations for deviations, the report will need to be resubmitted.
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